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The Orange Exhibit takes you on a trip
down memory lane beginning in 2002
when the Philippines joined the global
campaign to end Violence Against Women
and its decades of 4dvancing the
discussion on this pervasive social issue.
This exhibit highlighks the campaign's
pivotal role in raising VAW awareness,
leading to the passage of landmark
legislations and the populerization of
anti-VAW laws, including those tovering
VAW in intimate partner relationships,
rape, gender-based sexual harassment,
and trafficking in persons.

Looking back but also looking forward, the
exhibit presents the turning points and
victories in protecting women’s rights
toward the full liberation of Juanas from
all forms of Violence Against Women.




The Philippine Commission on Women (PCW, then called the
National Commission on the Role of Filipino Women) initiated the
formation of the Violence Against Women Coordinating
Committee (VAWCC) composed of 15 government agencies:

The journey began in 2002 as the Philippine Government
started participating in the 16-day global campaign
against gender-based violence, an annual international
campaign initiated by activists at the inaugural Women’s
Global Leadership Institute in 1991.

Commencing on November 25, 2002, the International
Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women, and
ending on December 10, 2002, the International Human
Rights Day, the 2002 campaign set the path of triumphs
in the advocacy.
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NCRFW, CHR, CSC, DSWD, DOH, DOJ, DND, DILG, DepEd, &

NAPOLCOM, BJMP, PNP, NBI, PIA and NSCB.

VAWCC and various women non-government organizations
(NGOs) led the 16-day Campaign against Gender-based Violence
with the theme "Ligtas sa Karahasan: Karapatan ng

Kababaihan"

VAWCC and NGOs joined the “Call to
Action: Stop Abuse of Women”
forum where they interacted with New
York Supreme Court Retired Justice
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The 2002 campaign brought the issue on VAW into the
spotlight and led to the sponsorship into second reading of the
Anti-Trafficking Bill by then Senator Luisa “Loi”
Ejercito-Estrada who chairs the Senate Committee on Women.

Marjory Fields who shared experiences

and insights in handling family violence

cases. The event was organized by With its policy-making mandate, PCW wrote position papers and

PCW and the US Embassy Cultural provided comments and inputs on various bills relative to addressing

Affairs. VAW, including the domestic violence (DV)/abuse of women in
intimate relationships (AWIR) Bills, Wife Cruelty Act, Creation of
Women's Crisis Protection Unit, among others.

Other VAW-related developments:
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At this turning point, the campaign promoted the immense role of men in advocacy and encouraged them
to respect and protect women'’s rights. Male champions, led by Chief Justice Hilario G. Davide Jr. and
other personalities, joined the "Men Speak Out Against VAW" movement and the Gender Justice
Awards launch. The activity, organized with the University of the Philippines Center for Women's Studies
(UPCWS), UPCWS Foundation Inc., Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), United Nations
Children's Fund (UNICEF), and United Nations Development Fund for Women, gained the support of men
in standing up against VAW.

The PCW, the University of the Philippines-Center for Women’s Studies Foundation Inc. (UPCWSFI), and
the United Nations Development Fund (UNDP) instituted the “Gender Justice Awards" which
highlighted the important role that the judiciary playsin addressing VAW.

Other VAW-related developments:

In finalizing the Implementing Rules and Regulations of the
Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act of 2003, PCW, as co-chair of
the Inter-Agency Committee on Anti-Trafficking (IACAT),
organized meetings and regional public consultations in the
cities of Davao, Cebu, and Manila.

The VAWCC, with PCW as the lead agencuy, signed 3
resolution on eliminating VAW and institutionalizing
government efforts to combat this problem and handed
this to then President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo on
March 8, in line with the Women's Day Celebration

ushered in a remarkable victory
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the Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act of 2003 (Republic Act 9208).
This law is a fruit of advocacy strategies and intensive campaigns executed by the
PCW, VAWCC, and women NGOs at the House of Representatives and the Senate.

The law criminalized the recruitment, transportation, transfer, or harboring or receipt
of persons with or without the victim's consent or knowledge for the purpose of
exploitation, such as prostitution, forced labor or services, servitude, and the removal
or sale of organs. It also provided various services for survivors, including counseling,
temporary shelter, health care, and legal assistance.

The success of the advocacy for the passage of the
Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act brought greater hope for
women’s rights advocates in the country to drum beat the
campaign for yet another pending legislation — one that
addresses and protects women from violence within the
family and intimate relations.

With the theme “"Dahas Laban sa Kababaihan,
Wakasan Na! Batas Laban sa Karahasan,
Ipasa Na!”, the 2003 campaign to end VAW aimed to
show legislators the need to pass a law protecting women
from violence within the family and intimate relations.
Aside from popularizing RA 9208, which at that time was
recognized as a model law on anti-trafficking, the campaign
also included an exhibit at the Senate which pushed for the
passage of the Anti-Violence Against Women bill and
resulted in 21 out of 22 Senators signifying their intent to
support the proposal.

2004 sealed another triumph for
victim-survivors of VAW and women’s rights
advocates when then President Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo signed the
Anti-Violence Against Women
and their Children Act of 2004
(Republic Act 9262) during the
| National Women's Day Celebration.

Senator Loi Ejercito was the principal author of
Senate Bill 2723 or the Anti- VAWC bill in the
Senate while Rep. Bellaflor Angara-Castillo
was the principal author of House Bill 5516 at
‘the House of Representatives. Rallying behind
them were victim survivors of VAWC and
women’s rights advocates both in the
government, private, non-government and civil
society organizations.

RA 9262 is a landmark legislation because it
recognized violence against women as 3 public
crime, thereby solidifying its gravity as an act. It
charges tougher penalties for abusive partners
and marks the declaration of the State's
valuation to “the dignity of women and children
and guarantees full respect for human rights”
(Sec. 2). This law penalizes the commission of
different forms of VAW in the context of
domestic violence or violence in intimate
relationships, including physical, psychological,
sexual, and economic.

The 2004 theme, "I VOW TO STOP VAW",zerced in
on the stronger implementation of the anti-VAW laws
that have been passed, specially the two new laws, RA
VAWCC worked on mechanisms to strengthen 9208 or "The Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act of 2003"
the implementation of the National Action Plan and RA 9262 or "The Anti-Violence Against Women and
to Eliminate Violence Against Women Their Children Act of 2004".

(NAP-EVAW), including standardizing core
messages on VAW and exploring a plan to set
up 3 uniform documentation and reporting
system on VAW cases.

Production of the anti-VAW song “Babae,
Bumangon Ka” which encouraged women to
rise above VAW and stand up for their rights
with the law at their disposal




In year 2005, stakeholders focused on ensuring the full
implementation of the then relatively new laws:
Anti-VAWC, Anti-Trafficking in Persons Law, and other
previously passed legislative measures against rape and
sexual harassment. The anti-VAW campaign carried the
theme "Karapatan ng Kababaihan, Pagtibayin!
Paggalang ng Kalalakihan, Pag-ibayuhin!
Batas (aban sa Karahasan, Pairalin!"

By this time, the Inter-Agency Council
Against Trafficking in Persons (IACAT)
and the Inter-Agency Council on
Violence Against Women and Their
Children  (IACVAWC)-were already
established by, virtue of RA"9208 and
RA 9262 respectively:

Highlights:

© Development of protocols in handling
VAWC cases, formulating DOLE and
(oS SR LR TR IR EVRIEGI 5005 - »lywith th PN and other member of TACVAWC - RUN to end VAW
leave and promoting the
institutionalization of VAWCC in
government.

o Completion of the development of
core messages on VAW, which seeks
to provide 3 standard and uniform
definition of VAW elements for
accurate documentation of cases by
frontline agencies.

e The partnership of PCW with the Department of Social Welfare and
Development and the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) for the
project "Strengthening Government Mechanisms to Mainstream
Gender in the Reproductive Health, Population, and Anti-Violence
Against Women Program." Its major components are introducing
performance standards for delivering VAW services, harmonizing the
documentation system, localizing inter-agency councils, and integrating
gender in the government’s reproductive health, population, and
development programs.

The assessment forum on the Anti-Rape Law and
the Anti-VAWC Act was conducted on December
7-8, 2006, focusing on the gaps and challenges in
implementing these two laws. These include the
need for more psychosocial services for
victims/survivors and perpetrators, an inadequate
program to involve men in addressing VAW, and
the absence of a monitoring body overseeing the
implementation of the Anti-Rape Law. Possible
solutions were also identified, including
maximizing the use of existing mechanisms to
monitor and evaluate the law.

The 2006 campaign concluded with a conference
on trafficking and VAWC and the Philippine launch
of the State of the World's Children 2007 Report
on December 12, 2006, in Cebu City. It featured
experiences in combating trafficking in persons
and led to the launch of the Philippine Strategic
Plan on VAWC, which enjoins all stakeholders to
synergize their efforts to maximize the
implementation of the Anti-VAWC Act.
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The 2006 campaign emphasized the /&)
vital role of men in pursuving a Q
community free from violence, fuelled /\")
by positive masculinity. The PCW g«
launched the Meen Opposed to X
Violence Against Women Everywhere (MOVE)

on the first day of the 2006 18-Day Campaign to End VAW,

This year also marked the first year of the campaign’s 18-day run,
in line with Presidential Proclamation No. 1172.

The Proclamation extended the campaign from 16 days to 18 days,
culminating on December 12, as an ode to the signing of the
Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons
Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime.
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Anchored on the theme "lkaw at Ako, Laban sa
Karahasan sa Kababaihan," the now 18-Day
Campaign to End VAW emphasized the broader and more
effective implementation of the Anti-Trafficking in
Persons Act of 2003, Anti-Violence Against Women and
their Children Act of 2004, Anti-Rape Law of 1997, and
its complementary law, Rape Victims Assistance Act, as
well as Anti-Sexual Harassment Act of 1995.

The campaign kicked off on November 24, 2006, at the
Quezon City Sports Club with a presentation of the VAW
situation in the country, anti-VAW songs, and TV and radio
plugs on the various forms of VAW. Then-Vice President
Noli de Castro led the soft launch of the Men Opposed to
VAW Everywhere or MOVE, a movement of male
advocates speaking out against VAW. The vision is to form
3 movement of gender-sensitive men who will influence
and challenge other men and women to join the advocacy
to stop VAW.

Using music once again to further the advocacy, PCW tapped singer-composer
Noel Cabangon for the production of the song “Kumilos mga Kalalakihan”. The
jingle calls on male champions to join the crusade against VAW.
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w1 In 2007, the campaign remained laser focused on the popularization of the
aqti-VAW laws. With the theme "BeFit to Fight VAW-,-the PCW partnered with
the local gavernment of Quezon City for the Bike Against VAW activity held at the
.. Circumferential Road and the Quezon Memorial Circle. A Forum was likewise
organized with Marikina City LGU, which focused on the role of the local
governments and other stakeholders such as civil society organization in ensuring
the delivery of appropriate and effective programs and services to VAW victims and
survivors and their families.
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With the eradication of VAW in sight, the
PCW convened the workshop, "Converging
Efforts of the Government, Civil Society
0Organizations, and the Private Sector for a Holistic Approach to VAW.” Emphasizing the value
of unity, different stakeholders identified points of convergence in efforts to prevent and address
VAW, leading to an action plan enumerating activities to be taken by major players in the advocacy.

Through 3 project funded by the UNFPA, 25 Local Government Operations
Officers were capacitated in implementing RA 9262 through training on
gender-sensitive handling of VAW cases.

MOVE convenors participated in a gender sensitivity training (GST) program to sustain anti-VAW
activities involving men. This includes a GST for the children of MOVE members and an orientation on
VAW and Reproductive Health. MOVE also reached various agencies, like the Civil Service Commission,
the Department of Social Welfare and Development, and the Philippine National Police, and some local
goyernment units like Quezon, Aklan, Maguindanao, and Sultan



with the theme "CEDAW ng Bayan: ReMOVE
VAW," the 2008 campaign emphasized the essential
duty of local government units in responding sensitively
to VAW and recognized the efforts of the judiciary
members in protecting women’'s rights against
gender-based violence. This, while sustaining the active
involvement of male advocates to end VAW.

The Search for Outstanding VAW-Responsive LGUs and
the Gender Justice Awards II, was launched during the
18-Day Campaign to End Violence Against Women.
commencing the 18-Day Campaign to End Violence
Against Women. The “Search for the Outstanding
VAW-Responsive LGUs" aimed to recognize the
innovative  programs,  policies,  services, and
interventions in addressing the of barangays,

20

2009 is a year of significant herstory for gender and development (GAD)
advocates with the passage of the Magna Carta of Women (MCW),
which served as the blueprint for eradicating discrimination against women. It
seeks to recognize, protect, fulfill and promote women'’s rights, especially those in
the marginalized sector. The MCW features a Section on Protection from Violence
which include provisions mandating the incremental increase in the recruitment
and training of personnel providing services to victim-survivors of VAW, and the
establishment of a VAW Desk in every barangay.

With this legislative development, the 2009 theme "COMMIT * ACT *
IAND: We CAN &nd Violence Against Women!” aptly captured
the hope of addressing VAW, with MCW providing protection from violence.

From the exemplary LGUs to judiciary luminaries, the
campaign also opened the Gender Justice Awards II.
with the search for gender-sensitive judges from NCR,
Luzon, the Visayas, and Mindanao, Most Outstanding

Gender-sensitive Judge, Gender-sensitive Judge fromthe

Shar'ia Courts, as well as lower court judges who handled
and rendered a gender-sensitive decision on 3 case
involving VAW from January 2004 to December 2008

municipalities, and cities.

Now gaining traction, the network of male advocates against VAW participated in the First National
Congress of Men Opposed to VAW Everywhere (MOVE) held on December 5, 2008. With the theme
“Kilos Mga Kalalakihan! Sugpuin Ang Karahasan Laban Sa Kababaihan!”, the MOVE Congress was held in
four (4) sites, including Quezon City, Quezon Province, Aklan, and Davao City, through video conferencing.

Other VAW-related developments:
Development of the Guidelines on Handling of Trafficked Women and the Guidel and

of LGU VAW Referral System.

Inclusion of a VAW module in the 2008 National Demographic and Health Survey (NDHS) and National Statistics Office's
definition of domestic violence expanding from domestic violence to violence against women and renaming to Women's
Safety Module.
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The 18-Day ¢

In line with promoting women's access to justice, the
2009 campaign also featured the second set of
Gender Justice Awards. The awardees included
Judge Victoria Isabel A. Pareses as the Outstanding
Gender-Sensitive Judge of the Philippines,
Outstanding Gender-Sensitive Judges for the
Visayas and Mindanao, Judge Marilyn J. Yap and
Judge Albert S. Axalan, respectively, and the
Outstanding Gender-Sensitive Justices of the
Sandiganbayan, including Associate Justice Efren N.
Dela Cruz, Associate Justice Norberto Y. Geraldez,
and Ret. Associate Justice Godofredo Legaspi.

The Philippine Government, through the PCW and
the United Nations Development Fund for Women
(UNIFEM), led the conduct of a regional
conference-workshop  on  Legislating  and

Programming towards an Integrative Approach to
Gender-Based Violence (GBV) and HIV/AIDS. It
focused on putting a gender lens in formulating and
implementing programs addressing both GBV and
HIV/AIDS. Networks of women living with HIV/AIDS
and GBV victim-survivors also shared inputs, keeping
the discussions grounded.

Banking on"the support of male advocates,
MOVE Philippines Inc. held El
gender-deepening orientation entitled “Men
and Masculinity” as. part of the 18-day
campaign to end VAW. As male advocates
against VAW, it is imperative to understand
masculinity as a social construct that usually
affects the gender roles of men and women.
This orientation presented the interrelated
factors, such as ethnicity, economic status,
educational level, sexual orientation, and
social context, in the kind of masculinity that
men construct. PCW also facilitated the
conduct of Trainers Training on Gender and
VAW for the pool of trainers under MOVE.

December 10, 2009 also marked the 61st
anniversary of the United Nations General
Assembly’s adoption of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). In the
Philippines, being among the first signatories
of the UDHR and as one of the first elected
members of the United Nations Human
Rights Council, the government recognized
this day as an inspiring symbol to promote
and protectwomen'’s human rights.

Other VAW-related developments:

Creation of guidelines for the local
IACATVAWCs and VAW  performance
standards for local officials, social workers,
health workers, police officers, and
prosecutors.

Asia-Pacific Regional Conference on the
Prevention of Violence Against Women and
Children: Focus on Urban Youth, organized by
the Ministry of Women's Affairs of the Royal
Government of Cambodia on November
25-26, 2009, in Siem Reap, Cambodia. Here,
best practices and lessons learned in
implementing VAW programmes in the Asia
Pacific were shared

The year-long  search  for  the
VAW-Responsive Local Government Units
(LGUs) and Gender Justice Awards 2
culminated with the Awarding Ceremony in
the 2009 kick-off activity. The two searches
lauded innovative programs and services of
LGUs in  addressing VAW  and
gender-sensitive judges who have rendered
gender-sensitive decisions on VAW cases.

The passage of the Magna Carta of Women (MCW)
in 2009 and the development of its Implementing
Rules and Regulations (IRR) in 2010 served both
as a challenge and motivation,
government agencies and local government units
striving to carry out the opportunities outlined in
the law. Coupled with the current anti-VAW laws,
the MCW s expected to reinforce the eradication
of gender-based violence for a VAW-free society.

The 2010 18-Day Campaign bears the them
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Violence (Section 12), including protection ai

To serve as inspiration to the localities, VAW-responsive
LGUs were given recognition, namely: Naga City as the
Most Outstanding VAW-Responsive City; Olongapo
City, Davao City, Quezon City, and San Juan City as
VAW-responsive Cities; Amlan, Negros Oriental,
Calumpit, Bulacan, Calauag, Quezon, and Tupi, South
Cotabato as VAW-Responsive Municipalities; Brgy. Luz,
Cebu City as VAW-Responsive Barangay, Jones, Isabela
and New Lucena, lloilo City as Promising
VAW-Responsive Municipalities.

The campaign kicked off with the "Be
Fit fo Fight VAW: Self Defense
for Women” held at the Mendiola
> grounds with participating students
with the  fom  gifferent  schools  and
universities in Manila. It emphasized
that VAW must not be tolerated even
at a young age, provided tips on how
to detect and leave abusive
relationships, and demonstrated
self-defense techniques.

e "Magna Carta ni PiNay: Gawing Tunay,
1" It centered on MCW's provisions on Protection from
nd security for women during conflict and emergency

situations and the creation of a VAW Desk in every barangay. In compliance with Section 12. D of the
MCW IRR, the Commission convened a working group composed of representatives from DILG, DSWD,
DOH, and DepEd to formulate the standards and guidelines in the establishment of VAW Desk in every
barangay. Ultimately, a Joint Memorandum Circular (JMC) outlining the Guidelines in the Establishment
of the VAW Desk in Every Barangay was issued on December 9, 2010.

FORUM ON LOCALIZING
A CARTA OF WOMEN



Still in line with the Magna Carta of Women, particularly on the non-discriminatory
and non-derogatory portrayal of women in all forms of media, a forum on the role
of media was held on December 8, 2010, in partnership with the Presidential
Communications Operations Office (PCO0) and the Media Gender Equality
Committee (MGEC). This forum served as an avenue to elevate the awareness of
media practitioners on gender issues and share efforts to put women in a positive,
instead of stereotypical light in media, film, and advertisement. Known journalists
and media personalities gave their opinions including Mr. Boy Abunda, Ms. Laurice
Guillen, Ms. Karen Davila, and Bb. Joyce Bernal in this forum moderated by Ms.
Kara David and then MTRCB Chairperson Ms. Grace Llamanzares.

PCW participated in the Global Consultation "Delivering as One on Violence Against
Women" in New York City on November 3-4, 2010, presenting lessons captured
from initiating and implementing the UN Joint Programme on VAW.

In its unceasing efforts to involve male
advocates, MOVE Philippines Inc., in
partnership with the Philippine Women's
University and with assistance from the
United Nations Population Programme,
oriented students on the role of men and
bous in eliminatingVAW.

2012 marks the first decade of the Philippines’ participation in
the campaign. Focusing on particular circumstances relative to
VAW, the campaign centered on the theme "VAW-Free
Society in Times of Peace, Conflict, and Calamity.”

The campal ed with a bang with the sympbolic lighting and releasing of.
sky lanterns at the Kick-Off Activity at the Quirino GrandstandsThe Las Pifias
Performers also led a flash mob dance to the tune of Noel Ca|
Mga Kalalakihan!” The Metropolitan Manila Development ‘AUl
Band played “Babae, Bumangon Ka!” and the Korean hit “Gangnarm Style.

U (MMDA)

With women being more vulnerable to violence in disaster and conflict
situations, the 2012 crusade highlighted the importance of weaving gender
concerns in the blanket of initiatives spanning armed conflict to disaster
situation assistance. It called on movers and doers to increase support
mechanisms for VAW victim-survivors during disasters and crises.

Mid-term assessment of the implementation of Republic Act

9262 which served as a spring board in the formulation of

Publication of the IACVAWC's next strategic plan of action.
Barangay VAW
Desk Handbook,
which enables
barangay workers
and officials in
responding to
cases of violence committed against
women. It discusses the ways and
processes for the Punong Barangay
to set up and maintain 3 VAW Desk
and explains the Barangay VAW
Desk Officers’ responsibilities. It also
includes information to guide
barangay officials and volunteers on
how to give efficient and effective
services and aid to victim-survivors.

Other VAW-related developments:

PCW, with funding support from UN Women, organized and
hosted the Consultation of the ASEAN Commission on the
Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Women and
Children (ACWC) with UN Experts on Violence Against
Women and 3 Special Representative to the UN Secretary
General on Violence Against Children on January 16-17,
2012 in the City of Manila. ACWC Representatives deepened
their understanding of human rights norms and standards in
addressing VAWC and learned from other countries’ best
practices in responding to the needs of VAW survivors.
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One of the highlights of the PCW, together with the Philippine
2011 campaign was the launching State College of Aeronautics,
of the “Blow the Whistle on VAW,” where conducted the forum “e-VAW, Ano
the whistle was used as a symbolic tool to Raw? Forum” on December 9, 2011
show that we are united: in preventing VAW, in Pasay City, and tackled emerging
in speaking out against VAW, and in forms of VAW in new media.
supporting VAW survivors. -

The campaign gained more traction
in 2013 when President Benigno
Simeon C. Agquino Il signed
Republic Act 10398, declaring
November 25 of every year as the
“National Consciousness Day for
the Elimination of Violence Against
Women and Children.” This law
mandated agencies to undertake
activities to spread the word on the
advocacy, thereby elevating the
obsecvance of the campaign.

The 2013 campaign held the theme; "€nd VAW Now! [t’s Dur.Duty!” It zeroed in.onthe need for
competent duty-bearers with a sense of responsibility and accountability from a deep understanding of
the fundamental principles of gender-based violence and the provisions of VAW laws.

To jumpstart the campaign, the PCW organized the Walk to End VAW on November 24, 2013, which
started in front of the Cultural Center of the Philippines and ended at T.F. Valencia Circle, Rizal Park,
Manila attended more than 5,000 participants.

The Commission also tapped the creativity of Metro
Manila  High School students through a
poster-making contest on VAW. The winning entries
were given cash prizes and the works were exhibited
at SM Centerpoint, Manila, on December 10-12,
culminating the campaign.

PCW joined the One Billion Rising global campaign on
February 14, 2013, by supporting the parade in
Quezon City. 1 Billion Rising is a global strike to
demand an end to the violence experienced by more
than 1 billion women.

PCW called for gender-sensitive and women-friendly disaster response after concerns over the incidents of rape,
prostitution, and other forms of sexual exploitation and abuse in evacuation centers and temporary shelters, following
the Typhoon Yolanda, the earthquakes in Central Visayas, and the Zamboanga conflict.



National
Consciousness
Day for

2014 set out a clarion call to Juanas and Ju: te

echoing the pastyear’s theme, "€nd VAW Duty!”f
on duty-bearers, the 2014 campaign underl‘ned the essential role of rights-holders
and the need for them to have a deep concern for women and girls by reporting cases
of gender-based violence, participating in the anti-VAW advocacy, and joining
discussions on the same.

uﬂn Safe Commwnities:
m With Male Advocates
st Violence Everywhere

Aside from these pioneering activities, PCW
hosted the forum  “Promoting Safe
Communities: Forum with Male Advocates
Against Violence Everywhere” on December 1at
the AFP Theater in Quezon City. This event put
forth the crucial role of men and boys in preventing
VAWC, including street and public places sexual
harassment.

Further leveraging art form as an advocacy tool, PCW

also showcased films with issues relative to VAW

through the “CineJuana Film Festival.” It was conducted

from December 8 to 10 at the Leandro Locsin

Auditorium of the National Commission for Culture and

the Arts (NCCA) in Intramuros, Manila. This initiative - F'lm Fes"va[
recognized film 3s 3 powerful tool in helping shape the A Coremony and Firs Fm Scresog
public perception and stand on the issue of VAW. Open ta | E .

the public for free, the activity was in partnership with ﬁ

GSIS, NCCA, and the Film Development Council of the

Philippines.

But the advocacy will only be productive if mechanisms
arein place to respond to VAW survivors. Thus, as part of
the 18-Day Campaign to End VAW, the IACVAWC,
through the PCW and the DILG, mobilized barangay
officials for the “NCR Barangay VAW Desk Congress” on
December 2, 2015, at the Bayview Park Hotel Manila.
The mobilization secured officials’ commitment to
strengthen the services of barangay VAW desks, the first
line when responding to VAW cases.

The Commission on Higher Education also intensified its campaign to eradicate all forms of violence in state colleges and
universities. In the Training of Guidance Counselors in Handling Gender-Based Violence from November 25-27, 2015,
conducted in partnership with the Miriam College’s Women and Gender Institute, guidance counselors were trained in
handling cases of sexual harassment, gender-based discrimination, and other cases of gender-based violence against
female and male students. On December 10-12, CHED also mounted the Leaders’ Gender Sensitization on GAD in
Private Higher Education Institutions in partnership with the Office of Women and Gender Concerns of St.
Scholastica’s College. The target participants of this training were the religious administrators (priests and sisters) of
all colleges and universities under the Association of Major Religious Superiors of the Philippines. These activities are in
accordance with CHED Memorandum Order (CMO) No. 01, 2015, to mainstream gender in all higher education
institutions, private and public, nationwide.

Further promoating children’s protection from abuse, the Child Protection Network organized Ako Para sa Bata: The
International Conference in Cebu on December 1-2, 2015, at Marco Polo Plaza, Cebu. This conference was in line with
the goal of the DOJ Office of Cybercrime to bolster the government's campaign against Online Child Abuse by holding and
organizing advocacy and awareness programs to face this global challenge by convening all key stakeholders to discuss
public-private partnerships, infarmation sharing, and demonstrating the latest issues facing disruption and enforcement
efforts involving online child abuse worldwide.

Arts and color - these dominated the
2015 campaign in its pursuit to bring
advocacy to the public in creative and
engaging ways.

PCW IaunchedtheOrangeYﬂurIr.onAdvocacy still in a move to gather support for the

Initiative, which would eventually be a staple of advocacy, PCW mnljﬁ@d-odvucates from the
the campaign. By coloring major landmarks, stakeholders in the kick-off ceremony dubbed
icons, offices, and establishments in orange, as the “Assembly of Anti-VAW Advacacy

advocates can attract the general public's Supporters” held at the Aliw Theatre in Pasay
curiosity and attention. With this gesture, the City on November 25, 2015. This event

advocacy reaches the consciousness of 3 wider provided an avenue to showcase mid-decade
audience and puts VAW forward as  pressing (2010-2015) initiatives in ending VAW, as well
matter in need of public attention. Chosen by as the duty bearers’ pledge to sustain the gains

the UN Secretary general, orange symbolizes and pursue further actions to move towards the
hope for a brighter future for survivors of shared vision of a VAW-free society.

violence, abuse, and discrimination.

N
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One significant happening in the assembly was using
different art forms to carry core messages on VAW.
It included a shadow play to the song “Babae
Bumangon Ka " performed by the group El Gamma
Penumbra, the first-ever grand winner of Asia’s Got
Talent. The shadow play depicted the real-life
situations that women and girls experience,
including domestic violence, sexual harassment in

the work and education setting, and various forms of
harassment in the street and public places, like
stalking, leering and whistling. The performance also
showed the services offered by the frontline
government agencies. Aside from El Gamma
Penumbra, ERDA-Sanayan ng mga Batang
Nanambakan (SABANA) Children’s Theatrical Group

also gave an interpretative dance. Y
s EkGamma Penumbra.

) p 3
resisent Atty. Lon Robredd”

The campaign kick-off was graced by more than
3,000 individuals at the Philippine International
Convention Center (PICC) Reception Hall in Pasay ‘
City on November 25. Vice President Ma. Leonor
G. Robredo, a known women’s rights advocate,
served as the event’s keynote speaker. ‘







